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The GAA

The GAAȭÓ -ÉÓÓÉÏn:

ñFeeding the World Through 

Responsible Aquacultureò

The Global AquacultureAlliance is anon-profit 
association founded in 1997. It is theleading 
international organizationdedicated to advancing 
environmentally andsocially responsible 
aquacultureanda safesupply of seafood to meet 
growing world food needs.
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The GAA - Functions

The GAA

ÅOwns the BAP standards

ÅAnnual Global Outlook for Aquaculture Leadership 

(GOAL) conference.

ÅBimonthly aquaculture magazine óthe Advocateô

ÅAdvocacy, education, research
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The BAP Division - Functions

ÅProgram administration

ÅAuditor training

ÅPerformance monitoring

ÅMaintains website ïcertified facilities and market 

endorsers lists

ÅWorld-wide market development team (Asia,

Europe, Canada, Australia, USA and NZ)

800 certified facilities (128 in Canada)
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Website -Facilities
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Examplesof BAPMarketplace EndorsersOn
Website

Europe

AD Delhaize

Aldi U.K.

Asda 

COOP

Delhaize 

Delhaize City 

Metro Group 

Morrisons 

Red Market 

Shop 'n Go 

Tesco 

Waitrose
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Canada 

Foodland 

IGA

IGA Extra 

PriceChopper 

Sobeys

Thrifty Foods

Walmart Canada 

Wok Box

Australia 

Aldi 

Coles

Woolworths

United States 

Albertsons 

Aldi

Darden Restaurants 

Disney

Food Lion 

Hannaford Bros. 

Harris Teeter

H-E-B

Kroger (all banners) 

Meijer

Sam's Club

SeaWorld Parks & 

Entertainment 

Shop 'n Save

Supervalu (All banners) 

Sweetbay Supermarkets 

Target

Walmart 

Wegmans

Winn-Dixie



Marketplace Endorsement -Examples

(See www.gaalliance.org for complete list)
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Sustainability in Seafood

ÅñSustainabilityôcan mean different things to different

people

ÅIn the past, the focus was more on:

ÅFisheries Management of Wild Stocks

ÅEnvironmental/Eco-System Protection

ÅProper Resource Utilization
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Sustainability Certification in Aquaculture

ÅFor Aquaculture, ñsustainableòmust encompass all

key elements of ñresponsible practicesò:

ÅFood Safety

ÅEnvironmental Responsibility

ÅSocial Responsibility

ÅAnimal Welfare

ÅTraceability
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Sustainability Certification in Aquaculture
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FAO Guidelines

Ȱ4he guidelinesconsider a 
rangeof issueswhich shouldbe
consideredrelevant for the 
certification in aquaculture 
including

a)animal health and welfare

b) food safety

c) environmental integrity

d)socio-economicaspectsȱ 

And we add= e) Traceability
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Certification Drivers

ÅA rapidly growing world population

ÅA growing need for healthy and affordable protein 

sources

ÅIncreasing pressure on the earthôs limited land and 

water resources

ÅIncreasingly complex seafood supply chains

ÅRising consumer awareness and expectations

ÅA large variety of NGOs
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Certification Drivers

ÅMedia ïFood Safety Recalls, Child and Slave Labor

Allegations, etc

ÅRetailer and producers needs for reducing risk (CSR 

policies)

So: credible third party certification (verification of

compliance) -

ü Is Increasingly the ñprice of admissionòto major 

markets
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Certification Challenges

ÅFinancialɀcost, audit duplication

ÅResourcesɀtime, staff training, 
documentation

ÅConfusionɀmultiple standards; examples:
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SoéWhy Are There SO Many Standards?

Canôtwe have just one????

They all different. In VERY important ways:

Å Subject matter scope (e.g. social responsibility?)

Å Supply chain scope

Å Standards development and governance 

process

Å Some are broad. Some Specialized. Examples:

Å MSC ïwild fisheries sustainability only

Å CanadaGAP ïfruits and vegetables

Å BRC ïfood safety at food processing plant level

Å ASC and BAPïaquacultured seafood
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BAPExample of: Supply Chain andSubject Scope

Standards throughout the production chain

Standards cover 

multiple 
aquacultured 

fish and 

crustacean 

species.

Feed Hatchery Farm Processing

Social 

Accountability

V V V V

Environment V V V V

Animal Welfare V V V

Food Safety & 

Quality

V V V V

Traceability V V V V



Elements of Credible Certification Programs

FAOTechnical Guidelineson
Aquaculture Certification

Ȱ"ÁÌÁnced 
participation by 
independent technical 
expertsand by 
representatives of 
inÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓȱ
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